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_Fhe Ote ffair

News of a first rate security scandal—reminis-
cent of the days of Alger Hiss—has been bubbling
beneath the surface in Washin%t%? for nearl)lr twe?1

ears now, Last weels, part of the story, play
gown by liberal \p?rggggip}ndnagea to- get into the
- : :

What triggéred "¢ news was the State Depart-
ment's annoufitétien? 1" had plang fofire Otto
Otepka, one of its top Secirity officefs, {61 allegedly
leaking ‘“‘confidential” “material #a= unigtthorized
personnel.  Otepka, 48, is chief of t}ie'd;ysisigh.' t;f
evaluations in the, department’s e, oL Segurity-
A career civil s‘"'i"kggeg)’fﬁ(‘;er;ﬁlig %ﬂ;gs’?ru%zcgtd
in ridding the department of [pany, security risks
under:Ike, v . : ;ﬁw .

The charges against Otepka astonished law-
makeré. The main ~itfttment was that he had re-
vealed information {b_%b€t Senate Internal Security
subcommittee, ‘probing-#-department’s operations.
Stormed James Eastlan# {D:-Miss.), chairman of
the subcommittee: *“Thé poweérs of Congress are at
stake. I intend'.f6" protéct Mr. Otepka by every

means at myv command, against accusations which
compiain, in offect, that he told the truth when
ask#¢ w do so by a Senate subcommittee.”

e il Senate Judiciary Committee (including
such iherale as Teddy Kennedy and Birch Bayh)
unanimously voted to send Secretary. of State Dean
Rusk a i0-page memorandum and a covering let-
ter by Chainman Eastland telling Rusk to halt the
department’s ruthless crackdown on Otepka. The
memnie, hand-delivered by Senator Thomas Dodd
{D.-Conn. ) to Kusk at the United Nations, paints a
tarid picture «f the Office of Security operations and
asrcuses at least one of Bobby Kennedy’s hand-
wicked men.in the office of “‘uttering untruths under
stk : Coel

The public ciash be@e%ntlhlf executive and
Tuagress over what 8 goVérnment witness can

«r canmroi iol! Congress™1s considered, however,
only the 4p of an iceli%‘gﬂ; Beneath lies political

dynamite which the Républicans could use to
their advantage in 71964, Behind she dosed
doors of the subcomi#®téE Otepka has revealod
a wholesale scruppin@Bef security siandards
by New Fron!%ers.“"ﬂ_niﬁ?ming'?he Office of

Security. A
. -w L
According to mer AT the  subcommittee.

Otepka’s testimony shoWi thHaY i of
able background”—clédtell’ By*iie oifice— are now
in key policy positions, Sdmie B than purportediy
helped draft the atomic testban trealy. (thers. ai-
légedly, are drawing up a non-aggression pact
betwéen Russia and the United States.

“gueshon-

" as deputy  director

A dglnﬁ,(tifzg::rj }f,c)‘t::.pka bas revoaled the present

M ohas granfted emergency eolearance
to top slenaxrment nersonnel a1 the rate of 150 4
year. linder REisenthower. emergency  clearances
were zranted onlv under highly spécialized con-
ditions, amournting o two or three ner vear

The systematic shaltering ity requi
3 > ring of security require
ments- - standards established during the Eisen}}nwer
gears - ~13‘ not %udden. Sivce JFK assumed the piesi-
ency, there has becn a. constant § ing o
Office of Security, "t Jugeling of the

In 1961 the State Department drastically re
organized it, throwing oui trained security person-
nel.‘ Otepia, the 1ast infiuential Tke appointees re-
maiing in this bru.ch, was ousted from his spot
as depaty (some say the Administration
1§ cenaueting a vendetta against Otepka since he is
held vesponsible for tossing Fair Deal-New Frontier

» frisnds out of the department),

Otepka was subsequently transferred -
hole oifice, had his rhone “bugged” alﬁcéfil:léb?n);
portant security operations taken from him, John
W. Hanes, a trained security officer and the last
hed ‘the Office of Security under Ike, blasted its
(x:e_x, canzation at the time. He told Human Events:

1 can (?nly say this either is due to incompébencé
or A deliberate aticr:pt to render the State Depart-
ent 8 security sectic:c. neffective,”
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